English 465: Topics in Nineteenth Century American Literature

Hawthorne and Melville

Fall 2010

Professor Lloyd Michaels

Odd Fellows Bldg. 225; phone: x4333; e-mail: lloyd.michaels@allegheny.edu
Office Hours:  MW 10:30-noon, TTh 3:00-4:30; and by appointment

Overview:


This course explores the intense relationship between two extraordinary American authors who together established the Romantic tradition of American fiction—and, in the process created several masterpieces.  Hawthorne and Melville met in 1850 and, for a period of about sixteen months, were friends and neighbors in the Berkshires of western Massachusetts.  During this time, Hawthorne published The Scarlet Letter and The House of the Seven Gables and Melville wrote an extended review of Hawthorne’s short fiction and completed Moby Dick. Our primary interest in reading their works together is to discover how their exceptional “meeting of minds” resulted in some of the most enduring literature ever written in America.


Given that the anticipated enrollment for this upper-level elective should remain relatively small, I intend to conduct the class as I would a seminar: discussion-centered with my role being that of “guide on the side.”  Brenda Wineapple’s and Andrew Delbanco’s biographies will substitute for lectures on context; I will provide study questions in advance for most of the primary readings. As the semester proceeds, students will also be asked to present reports or lead discussions of particular texts.

Course Objectives:

· To understand and appreciate the significance of Hawthorne’s and Melville’s individual literary achievements
· To think critically and write and speak clearly and in depth about specific literary texts
· To know the broad shape of American literary history in the first half of the 19th century
· To learn how to use scholarly and internet resources in conducting literary research

· To value the importance of biographical, historical, and cultural contexts in comprehending literary works
· To stimulate further study and prepare for the senior project in English
Required Texts:


Andrew Delbanco.  Melville: His World and Work. Vintage

Brenda Wineapple. Hawthorne: A Life. Random House

Nathaniel Hawthorne. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Tales. Norton Critical Edition


Nathaniel Hawthorne. The Scarlet Letter. Norton Critical Edition


Nathaniel Hawthorne. The House of the Seven Gables. Norton Critical Edition


Herman Melville. Great Short Works of Herman Melville. Harper Perennial


Herman Melville. Redburn. Penguin


Herman Melville, Moby Dick. Penguin

Grading Criteria:


Because this is the first time I have ever offered this course, I cannot be certain about either the pace of our discussions or the exact nature of the required essays. (I may actually cancel one or more readings if the syllabus proves too ambitious.)  I do anticipate the following graded assignments:

· 1-2 short essays (3-5 pp.) on specific textual problems requiring close reading

· a mid-term exam on Moby Dick and the Wineapple and Delbanco biographies

· a term paper preceded by a detailed proposal to model the process of writing a senior project in English

 It is impossible to assign exact percentages to each of these graded assignments because I factor in many subjective elements—most prominently curiosity, consistency, and commitment as well as quality of class participation and improvement—in determining a final grade.  The second half of the semester will certainly weigh more heavily than the first half.  Most important of all, however, is keeping up with the assigned reading and coming to class prepared to discuss these works intelligently.
Plagiarism


Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, constitutes a kind of intellectual theft.  Plagiarism occurs when you use another author’s language or specific ideas without giving proper credit.  It is a violation of Allegheny’s Honor Code and will be treated accordingly.


The internet is loaded with blogs, fanzines, and other questionable sources about movies.  I frequently consult www.imdb.com to check credits and www.metacritic.com for reviews (www.rottentomatoes.com is slightly less authoritative because it relies so heavily on blogs), but almost never use these sources for my scholarly work.  You, too, should be wary.  Be very careful when taking notes, either from print or Web sources, to distinguish between your own words and thoughts and those that originate elsewhere.  I am interested in responding to your  insights and will deal harshly with any cases of unattributed quotation or borrowed ideas.

When in doubt, consult me; when I am not available, err on the safe side and document the source.  Be certain to cite all secondary sources, both in the text and at the end in a list of Works Cited.  (In this class, MLA documentation style is required.  See the Learning Commons link http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/ for more about acknowledging sources and avoiding plagiarism.)

Students with Disabilities:


Any student who feels the need for an accommodation based on a documented disability should contact me as well as John Mangine in the Learning Commons (john.mangine@allegheny.edu, 332-2898).  The Learning Commons arranges reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.

Syllabus
dates

readings






topics




8/26-9/2
Hawthorne, “The Haunted Mind,”



Original Sin, Fortunate Fall


“My Kinsman, Major Molineaux”


[Robertson-Lorant, “Mr. Omoo and the Hawthornes”]


[Wineapple, “Hawthorne and Melville”]
9/7-9/9

Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown,”


Bildungsroman


“The Minister's Black Veil”


[Melville, “Hawthorne and His Mosses”; “Monody”]
The “Power of Blackness”
9/14-9/16
Hawthorne, “The Maypole of Merry Mount”

The Fate of Innocence
9/21-9/23
Melville,  Redburn, His First Voyage


Fathers and Sons


Hawthorne, “Roger Malvin's Burial”
9/28-9/30
Hawthorne,  “The Birthmark,” “Rappaccini's Daughter”
Women


Melville, “The Paradise of Bachelors and the Tartarus
Bachelors and Virgins
                             of Maids”
10/5-10/7
Hawthorne, “Ethan Brand,” The Scarlet Letter

Isolation and Community


Wineapple, 209-18
FALL BREAK
10/14-10/21
Melville, Moby Dick





Symbolism


Delbanco, 122-48


[Melville's letters to Hawthorne]
10/26-10/28
Melville,  Moby Dick





Transcendentalism











and Calvinism


[Sattelmeyer, “Shanties of Chapters and Essays”]
11/2-11/4
Melville, Moby Dick





Size Matters


Hawthorne, “The Artist of the Beautiful”
11/9-11/11
Melville, “Bartleby the Scrivener”



The City
 

Hawthorne, “Wakefield”


Delbanco, 212-21
11/16-11/23
Hawthorne, The House of the Seven Gables


History, Myth and Memory


Wineapple, 232-40
THANKSGIVING BREAK
11/30-12/7
Melville, “Benito Cereno”




Slavery


Delbanco, 149-61, 229-43
